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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS — REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.12 am]: I would like to 
inform the house that, as chair of the review committee into the functions and responsibilities of regional 
development commissions, I have presented the committee’s report to the Minister for Regional Development. 
The review was sought by the Minister for Regional Development as a result of a request by the Economic and 
Expenditure Reform Committee of cabinet in March this year. Our scope was to review the efficiency and cost-
effectiveness of RDCs in achieving their objects and functions specified in section 23 of the Regional 
Development Commissions Act; the effectiveness of the existing model in achieving the Liberal–National 
government’s commitment to regional development, having regard to any overlap, duplication of effort and 
approaches in other jurisdictions; any improvements in government service delivery for regional development 
considering governance arrangements, administrative operations, regional decision making, regional 
accountability, avoidance of duplication and the roles and responsibilities of other agencies and organisations; 
and legislative amendments that may be required. 

While the content of the report is subject to cabinet confidentiality, I will say something about the work and 
effort that has led to our report. The review committee’s methodology included a comprehensive consultation 
process; contracting an independent analysis of the submissions and an examination of the efficiency and cost-
effectiveness of RDCs based on a value-for-money audit; formal and informal consultations with key 
stakeholders, including RDCs; and desktop research on best practice. The review committee received 
207 submissions, which is a significant response. We provided an issues paper for stakeholders to consider. We 
interviewed and met with interested parties, including local government members, state government 
representatives and members of the public. We looked elsewhere in Australia and overseas for different 
approaches to regional development and examined what would work within our Western Australian context. Our 
report represents a strong body of evidence upon which to consider how regional development can be 
strengthened, integrated and made more efficient so that it can be robust to respond to future demands and 
opportunities.  

I would like to thank the members of the review committee for all their hard work and contributions—
Mr Graham Thomson, chair of the Regional Development Council; Mr Doug Cunningham, chief of staff to the 
Minister for Regional Development; Mr Mal Wauchope, Public Sector Commissioner; and Mr Paul Rosair, 
Director General of the Department of Regional Development and Lands. We look forward to responses from 
the minister and cabinet to this important report.  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


